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DOMAINE CHAMPALOU

Region: Loire

Appellation: Vouvray
Producer: Catherine and Didier Champalou

Founded: 1984

Annual Production: 7,000 cases
Vouvray, between Tours and Blois on the Loire River, is perhaps the best known appellation of the Loire.  Vouvray’s wine is made from the Chenin Blanc or as locals call it, Pineau de la Loire. Although produced from this single grape variety, Vouvray yields a wide range of wines. Vouvray can be a sparkling wine, or a dry table wine, an off-dry demi-sec, or an unctuous and botrytized dessert wine, like Sauternes.

Vinification:  AOC Vouvray: Fermentation takes place in stainless steel tanks of 50 hectoliters, chilled to keep the temperature below 19 °C, after which the wine is moved to old 500L barrels (demi-muids) in the cold underground cellar.
Vouvray Brut: Fermented in stainless steel tanks for about two months. Bottling and second fermentation in the bottle last about 5 months at 11 °C.   Disgorged dosage. 

Vouvray Cuvée CC: 95% noble rot. Hand picked and hand-sorted mid-October. Slow pressing and 5 months of fermentation. 

        “Catherine and Didier Champalou, a young couple with 50 acres of vineyards, are making a name for themselves.  The Champalou wines range from dry to intensely sweet, or what the French call moelleux.  They may differ in sweetness, but they share the same flavor intensity.” 
                               -Frank J. Prial, New York Times
        “Graduates of Montreuil-Bellay and offspring of vignerons, this young couple set up their own domaine in 1984.  By applying rigorous standards, they have created one of the most exciting wineries in Vouvray.”

                               -Jacqueline Friedrich,  A Wine and Food Guide to the Loire  
	Appellation:


	Varietal:
	Vine Age:
	Acreage:
	Soil Type:


	AOC Vouvray


	100% Chenin Blanc
	35 years
	50 acres total
	Argilo- calcareous

	Cuvée Fondraux


	100% Chenin Blanc
	
	
	

	Sparkling Vouvray


	100% Chenin Blanc
	
	
	

	Vouvray Cuvée CC
	100% Chenin Blanc
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