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ReQion RhOne

ADnellatlon:
Comas

Producer Auguste Clape

Founded 1958

Annual Production: 2,000 cases Comas

200 cases other


Comas, the northern RhOne appellation just south ofHermitage, is well known for its opaque,

characterfiri, Syati. Like its neighbors C6te R6tie and Hermitage, Comas contains the 

ingredients for excellence: the structure for longevity and the ability to gain complexity with bottle 

age. The vineyards form a concave, theater-like bowl behind the village, a setting that protects 

the vines from wind and concentrates the heat. The soil is granitic, much like Hermitage's Bessard 

vineyard. It produces a minerally, compact style of Syrah, a complement to hearty cuts of meat and 

winter stews.


Auguste Clape is the mayor of Comas, and the same is said about his public service as his

winemaking: solidity and consistency He makes no fancy bottlings or vineyard designated 

wines, just a single Clape Comas. His only secrets, he will tell you when asked, are ripe fruit 

and old vines.

Auguste and son Pierre-Marie try to harvest late each year, a risk considering the 

possibility of rain close to harvest time. No new wood is used; the wine's raised for IS months in older 

barrels and foudres. The key to complexity, according to the Clapes, is vinification of each vineyard 

separately. Before bottling, a blend is decided upon which harmonizes the separate components while 

keeping a unified overall impression.


Despite lack of conscious marketing, Clape Comas has become one of the most reputable names

in the northern Rh6ne, due not only to his consistency from vintage to vintage, but also 

because it is has become the hallmark style of Comas Syrah, a style now emulated elsewhere in the world.


Clape also makes a widely sought-afier COtes du Rhdne, from an old-vines "Pied-La-Vigrie"

parcel in Comas. Even his via de table is 100% Syrah, a delicious, low-alcohol 

introduction to Clape. The small parcel in Saint Peray is planted with old-vines Masanne. 100% Marsanne is also used to make the C6tes du Rh6ne blanc.

Agnellations
Varietals:
Vine Aire:
Acreage:
SoilTyne:

Comas
100% Syrah
10-75 years
10 acres
Granitic

COtes du RhOne Rouge
100% Syrah
12,70 years
2 acres

Vin des Amis Rouge
100% Syrah
15 years
1.25 acres

Saint-Pc ray
100% Marsanne
50 years
.75 acres

Cotes du RhOne Blanc
100% Marsanne
12 years
.75 acres
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