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DOMAINE DU POUJOL

Region: Languedoc
Appellation: Coteaux du Languedoc
Producer: Kimberly and Robert Cripps

Founded: 1994
Annual Production: 7,500 cases

Website: www.domainedupoujol.com

Robert Cripps says he was bitten early by the wine bug while growing up in Oxford, England. After studies at the London School of Economics, he moved to California and worked with Saintsbury, Carneros Creek, Murphy-Goode, and Peter Michael. He also met Kim, a native Californian who was working in the wine business in the Napa Valley, and they were soon married.

In 1993 they moved to Burgundy where Robert spent some valuable time working for Jean-Marc Roulot and Méo-Camuzet, but they began to dream of a place of their own. My office in Beaune put them in contact with Sylvain Fadat of the Domaine d’Aupilhac in the Languedoc. “His enthusiasm can be quite infectious,” says Robert, and they began to consider a vineyard of their own in the Languedoc.

Almost too immediately they had a chance to buy the 50 acre Domaine du Poujol near Montpellier. With courage I find remarkable they jumped at the chance, just as the 1994 grapes were ready to harvest: Syrah, Grenache, Cinsault, Carignan Blanc. Aiming to produce an interesting dry white, they are grafting some vines over to Rolle and Roussanne. The terrain includes some promising, well-exposed stony slopes.

Then, FLASH, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT, I grabbed the phone and called Robert and Kim because I was reading Passions, The Wines and Travels of Thomas Jefferson, by James M. Gaber. I had imagined I would be the first American to import the Domaine du Poujol, but no, there is evidence that Thomas Jefferson beat me to it! See page 107 in Gaber’s fascinating book.

Robert’s ambition is to express in their wines both the domaine’s French terroir and their California experience.

· Kermit Lynch

2002 “Proteus”: Bright and crisp, with good structure and backbone, filled with plum, berry and tobacco flavors. 87pts.




- Kim Marcus, The Wine Spectator Oct.31, 2004
Appellation:
Varietal:




Vin de Pays de l’Herault Blanc “Teras”
70% Vermentino, 25% Carignan Blanc, 5% Roussane 


Coteaux du Languedoc Rosé
50% Cinsault, 30% Syrah, 15% Grenache, 5% Carignan



Vin de Pays de l’Herault Rouge “Proteus”
50% Merlot, 40% Cinsault, 10% Carignan 



Coteaux du Languedoc Rouge “Podio Alto”
65% Syrah, 35% Grenache 



Domaine is comprised of 50 acres rocky limestone. Vines range from 5-40 years in age.
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